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Culture Studies Activity

Socialization

Reading 6

“We Were Weirdos”

From 1972-1976, Margaret Heidenry and her three siblings (Mary, James, and John), all under the age of 7 when they
left New York City, traveled the world for four years with their parents. During that time, their mother home-schooled
the children. While they loved their adventures, the Heidenry children suffered from severe culture shock when they
entered American public school. This article reinforces the concepts of socialization, peers, and the hidden curriculum
discussed in Chapter 4.
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Socialization I

Directions: Using information from the reading, answer the following questions.

1. Summarizing What was “school” like for the Heidenry children before they began attending public
school in St. Louis?

2. Identifying What different actions did each of the author’s three siblings take to adapt to their new
school situation in St. Louis?

3. Analyzing What were the main drawbacks for the Heidenry children of their unusual home-schooling
experience?
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4. Evaluating When interviewed by NPR, the Heidenrys’ mother indicated she did not expend any extra
effort to socialize her children. After the fact, do the siblings seem to be satisfied with her decision?
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Thinking Like a Sociologist

5. Hypothesizing Suppose you are a parent and have decided you need to home-school your children
(perhaps to ensure they get more personal academic attention). You are concerned you will be hurting
their socialization by doing this. What actions can you take to ensure your children are still adequately
socialized despite being home-schooled?

Topic for Research

6. Researching In the 1970s, home-schooling was illegal and practiced by very few families. It did not
become legal in all 50 states until 1993. Research the history of the home-schooling movement. Why
was it legalized? Why was it illegal in the first place? How has home schooling changed between the
1970s and today?
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