
Nature of Functions 



Manifest Function  

• Intended or recognized 

Example: You are in this class to learn Sociology. 



Latent Function 

• Unintended or unrecognized 

Example: In school you develop close 
friendships. 



Dysfunction 

• Elements that have negative consequences on 
society 

Example: At DMV you can be treated like a 
number and not an individual 


