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"...The vast majority of Central Americans today live in perpetual
misery alongside tiny elites that enjoy unparalleled prosperity. The
average cat in [the U.S.] eats more beef than the average Central
American. In Nicaragua, 54 percent of the people have no safe
drinking water. In Guatemala, 44 percent are illiterate, and Indians,
who constitute half of the country's population, have an average life-
span of forty-eight years. Seven out of ten Hondurans live in
desperate poverty, only one rural resident in ten has electricity, and
less than two in ten have afe drinking water. Infant
mortality was seventy pdg 1,000 bigths in 1990, compared to less
than nine per 1,000 in the United States."- from the chapter "Central
Americans: Intervention Comes Home to Roost" in Harvest of
Empire: A History of Latinos in America by Juan Gonzalez
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