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Sociology
Ms. Lawrence
“The sociological imagination enables its possessor to understand the larger historical scene in terms of its meaning for the inner life and external career of a variety of individuals.”  C. Wright Mills

“If it's far away, it's news, but if it's close at home, it's sociology.”  James Reston
So what in the world is Sociology?  How free are individuals within a society to act independently?  How much conformity is needed for a society to function?  What are the responsibilities of the individual? the group?  We will be exploring these questions and so many more throughout this semester.  In my opinion, the study of Sociology is a precious opportunity to draw on your studies in not only History, but Literature, Science, PE, any artist endeavors such as drama, choir, art, etc., to see the influence of society on the individual and the impact individuals make on society.  To model concepts covered by Sociology, we will study groups through the lens of a sociologist. 
Curriculum: Sociology is a semester course that meets A-G requirements for CA State and UC universities. Students will take quizzes, tests, conduct & analyze surveys, make presentations, and perform various other assessments for each of the following units. 
1. Introduction to Sociology

2. Culture

3. Socialization

4. Social Class Structure/Stratification

5. Inequalities of race and ethnicity
6. Gender Roles
Additionally, students will complete a final project on a Social Issue that is worth approximately 20% of Aeries points possible.
TEXTBOOK:  
Students will be assigned a copy of Sociology & You, Jon M. Shepard & Robert W. Green, McGraw Hill, 2014, and are responsible for the proper care of their books.  Replacement and/or damage fees will be assessed as needed.  Replacement cost is $90.

GRADES:
The following letter grade allocations will be used: 
     A=Outstanding Achievement (90%-100%) Denotes mastery of the learning objectives of the course.
     B=Above Average Achievement (80%-89%) Denotes mastery of most objectives of the course.
     C=Average Achievement (70%-79%) Denotes mastery of basic objectives of the course.
     D=Below Average Achievement (60%-69%) Denotes mastery of the minimum objectives of the course.
F=Little or No Achievement (0%-59%) Denotes the student did not meet the minimum objectives of the course.
Using Aeries to keep track of major assessments is useful in monitoring student progress; however, Aeries is not the only reflection of student learning and progress.  Progress Reports approximately every 5 weeks are important gauges of a student’s learning.  My webpage, www.lawrencesociology.weebly.com, is also an excellent tool to support student learning.
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE & TARDY POLICIES WILL BE ENFORCED—We have so much to learn!!!

Attendance is vital to student success.
What to do if you are absent???

· Step One:  Before returning to class: Check the Daily Agenda and Current Unit tabs on my website.

· Step Two:  Check the in-class make-up binder
· Step Three:  Schedule Missed Quizzes, Tests, or other due dates with Ms Lawrence

· Please note that late work will only be accepted for half credit and during the current unit of study. Make-ups must be scheduled within TWO Days of return day.
Note: I recommend referencing the school calendar for planned absences.  Students need to use my website and/or in-room make-up materials for excused absences due to medical appointments, school events, etc. Vacations are not excused absences.

EXPECTATIONS:

To assist the class in running more smoothly, I will need your cooperation in the following areas:
1. SILENCE & PUT AWAY ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES--Thank you!
Students will store cell phones in the classroom.  This is an important break from cell phones & helps create a focused classroom environment.
2. Bring materials everyday:  notebook, pencil/pen, and paper
3. Be in your seat by the time the tardy bell stops ringing.
4. Be positive, cooperative, and respectful toward all others.

5. Listen carefully to ensure you follow all directions.
If a student is not meeting expectations, the following process will be implemented: 
1) a verbal warning will be given, 
2) student/teacher conference, 
3) detention with call home, 
4) referral to office & call home.
· Please attend Back to School Night for a more detailed presentation of the course.
I look forward to a year of growing and learning and I am excited to get to know you as we work together this year.   Please feel free to contact me with any concerns or other feedback.

dlawrence@eduhsd.k12.ca.us
www.lawrencesociology.weebly.com
677-2281 ext. 2346

Sincerely,
Dana Sheldon Lawrence

I have read the guidelines established for this class and understand what is expected.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Student signature           
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Parent/guardian signature



print parent/guardian name

Please feel free to make comments below:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
