Freedom Writers

1. How do her fellow teachers treat Gruwell? Why?

2. How do students react to her at first? How do they react to being in her class? 

3. How are the lives of the Freedom Writers war-like? Do any of them or all of them win the war?

4. What can the Freedom Writers teach us about working with people who are different from ourselves? 

5. As we see the various problems these students have, what role does Gruwell play for them?

6. The Freedom Writers found parallels between their lives and the literature they read for Gruwell’s class. What effect did finding those parallels have on the Freedom Writers?

7. What inspired the Freedom Writers to start their diaries?

8. What are some of the things that have influenced these students’ lives?
9. What do the students learn from their trip to the Museum of Tolerance?

10. What does one student learn from his/her mother’s discussion of Rosa Parks?

11. What do students learn from the Freedom Riders?

12. Describe the students’ trip to Washington, including why they go, what the trip is like, and what they learn there. 

13. Why do students switch into Gruwell’s class?

14. Of what do the Freedom Writers dream? What do they want to accomplish?

15. What is Room 203 to these students?

